Fall 2018 [HI 208 MEDIEVAL HISTORY SYLLABUS]
Instructor:
Class:

Office:
Office Hours:
Tel:
Email:

Carolyn Pumphrey
HI 208 Section 1, MWF 8:30-9:20 AM [Withers 115]
HI 208 Section 2, MWF 9:35-10:25 AM [Withers 115]
Withers 269
MWF 11 AM – noon
Other times by appointment
(919) 967 - 0471 (Home, before 9:00 PM)
(919) 513 - 1426 (Office, NCSU)
(919) 613-9280 (Triangle Institute for Security Studies)
pumphrey@duke.edu

Required Texts
-Judith M. Bennett, Medieval Europe: A Short History (New York: McGraw Hill, 2010)
[Note the web page associated with this text book: http://www.medievaleuropeonline.com]
-C. W. Pumphrey, “The Middle Ages” (Course Packet)
Additional Reading
Students will also be expected to do additional research for their papers and to follow best
practices in citing sources and compiling bibliographies.
Assignments

Due Date

Map Test (In-class)
Take Home Essay
Mid-Term Exam
Social History Paper
Thesis Paper
Final Exam (In-class)

August 31
September 24
October 15
October 22
November 28
Mon. Dec 4 (Section 1) 8:00- 11:00am
Wed. Dec 13 (Section 2) 8:00 – 11:00 am

Course Description
-This course will examine the medieval world from the "fall" of the Roman Empire (C.E. 300) to the
coming of the Renaissance (C.E. 1300). To provide context, we will also take a brief look at the
Golden Age of Rome and the Late Middle Ages. The main geographic emphasis will be on western
European history but we will give due consideration to the neighboring civilizations of Byzantium
and Islam. Cultural, intellectual, and social developments will be considered within a political
framework. Emphasis will be placed on understanding historical debates and on appreciating the
ways in which our viewpoints are shaped by our time, our place, and our identities.
Objectives:
General Education Objectives:

HI 208 [The Middle Ages] is a university approved GEP Humanities (Category) and Global
Knowledge (Co-Requisite) course.
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In keeping with objectives of courses in the humanities, this course provides instruction and
guidance that help students to:

 Engage the human experience through the interpretation of human culture;
 Become aware of the act of interpretation itself as a critical form of knowing in the
humanities; and;
 Make academic arguments about the human experience using reasons and evidence for
supporting those reasons that are appropriate to the humanities.

In keeping with objectives of courses in global knowledge, this course provides instruction and
guidance that helps students to:

 Identify and examine distinguishing characteristics, including ideas, values, images, cultural
artifacts, economic structures, technological or scientific developments, and/or attitudes of
people in a society or culture outside the United States.
 At the same time, it compares these distinguishing characteristics between the non-U.S.
society (Roman Catholic Christendom, rooted in western Europe) and at least one other
society (Islamic and Eastern Orthodox Christendom, rooted in Byzantium). It explains how
these distinguishing characteristics relate to their cultural and/or historical contexts in the
non-U.S. society, and explains how these distinguishing characteristics change in response
to internal and external pressures on the non-U.S. society.

Teacher’s Desired Learning Objectives:





Enhanced skills of logic and communication
Broadened perspectives and appreciation for different cultures and societies
Mastery of core information and concepts relating to the study of the Middle Ages
Fun – maximizing life’s experiences!
POLICIES

Grades:
-Grades will be calculated as follows: Maps [5%]; Exam I [15%]; Exam II [15%]; Final Exam [15%];
Social History Paper [25%]; Thesis Paper [25%]. In calculating your final grade, consideration will
be given to such factors as progress and class participation.

Make-up Exams:
-Exams may be rescheduled when a viable and DOCUMENTED excuse (medical problems or
unavoidable scheduling conflicts) has been presented for not taking an exam on the assigned date.
If he or she is in a position to so do, the student should contact me in advance, notifying me of his or
her problem. He or she should arrange a time to retake the test as soon as he or she returns to
class.

Attendance:
-Lectures and discussions are an integral part of this course and form a vital part of the learning
process. Attendance will be recorded. Each unexcused absence will incur 3 penalty points. Each
excused absence will incur 1 penalty point. Students who have incurred no more than 7 penalty
points per semester will be exempted from the objective component of the final exam. Excused
absences: A student who misses classes because of illness or events beyond his/her control should
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inform me promptly via email of his/her difficulties. As soon as possible, but within a week of
his/her return, the student should provide me with a DOCUMENTED excuse.

Late Arrival:
-Late arrivals are disruptive and discourteous. It is a student’s responsibility to be in his/her place
when roll is called at the start of class. Otherwise he/she will be marked absent. If you are
unavoidably detained, you may speak to me at the end of class and I will change the rolls, marking
you as late rather than absent. However, I will not do this more than three times.

Late Work and Incomplete Work:
-Assignments must be turned in to me at the beginning of class on the due date. Late work will be
penalized at the rate of half of a letter grade per late class day (applied to the relevant
assignment). Incomplete work will receive the grade of “zero”. A student who receives a zero will
fail the course as a whole. In other words, all assignments must be completed for a student to
receive course credit.
E-Mail. I will be happy to correspond with you via email, but I will NOT accept papers sent as
attachments (because of problems with viruses and other concerns.) If you wish me to read a first
or second draft of your paper, please be sure to give it to me in person and allow enough time for
me to read it and turn it back to you!

Academic Integrity:
-Students are expected to adhere to the University policy on academic integrity, found in the Code
of Student Conduct. (See Appendix L of the Handbook for Advising and Teaching). It is the student's
responsibility to make himself or herself fully familiar with the requirements of this code. It is this
faculty member's understanding and expectation that the student's signature on any test or
assignment means the he or she neither gave nor received unauthorized aid. In accordance with NC
State policies, infractions of the honor code, if detected, will be reported to the Office of Student
Conduct. Again, it is the student's responsibility to familiarize himself or herself with the penalties
that may ensure if he or she is found guilty of cheating, plagiarism, or other offenses.
Disabled Students:
- Reasonable adjustments will be made for students with hearing, visual, motor, or learning
disabilities. Modifications include rescheduling classes to accessible buildings, providing access to
auxiliary aids such as tape recorders, or services such as readers, note takers, or interpreters.
Special provisions will also be made in case of need to ensure that exams accurately evaluate
students' progress and achievement rather than reflect their impaired skills. If you have been
advised to take advantage of these adjustments, please contact me at the beginning of the semester.
Students may also consult the NCSU web site: http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-07 if
further clarification is needed about North Carolina University’s Code of Student Conduct, Attendance
Regulation, and Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities.
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Class and Reading Schedule

Date.

Topic

Aug 27, 29
Aug *31, Sept [3] 5

Ancient Roman Foundations: Golden Age (I-II C.E.)
Map Test / Crisis and Recovery (III C.E.)

Aug 22, 24

Sept 7, 10
Sept 12, 14, 17
Sept 19
Sept 21, *24
Sept 26, 28
Oct 1, 3 [5]
Oct 8, *10 [12]
Oct *15
Oct 17
Oct 19
Oct * 22, 24
Oct 26, 29
Oct 31, Nov 2
Nov 5, 7
Nov 9, 12
Nov 14, 16
Nov 19
Nov [21,23] 26
*28, 30
Dec 3, 5
Dec 7
Dec *12 (MON)
Dec *14 (WED)

Introduction/What, When, Where?

Constantine (IV C.E.)
The Barbarian Problem (I – V C.E)
Debating the “Fall” of Rome (V C.E.)
The Early Medieval West (V-VII C.E.)

Byzantium (IV-XIV C.E.)
Islam: Age of the Prophet (VI – VII C.E.)

Islam – Expansion and Civilization (VIII – XIV C.E )
Mid-Term Examination
Merovingian and early Carolingian Gaul (VI-XVIII
C.E.)
Charlemagne (VIII – IX C.E.)
Marauders of the “Middle” Middle Ages (VIII - X C.E.)

Feudal Politics (IX-X C.E.)
The Economy and the Feudal Triangle (X C.E.)
Revival of Europe – “High” Middle Ages (XI –XIII C.E.)
The Popes and Power Politics (XI-XIII C.E.)
New Paths to God (XI – XIV C.E.)
War & Chivalry,
Crusades (XI-XIII C.E.)
Kings and Parliaments (XI-XIII C.E.)
Intellectual and Cultural Revival (XI-XIII C.E)
Closing the Circle/ Administration
FINAL EXAM (Section 1)
FINAL EXAM (Section 2)

Reading
Bennett,
Introduction
Special Readings
Bennett, Chapter 1
Bennett, Chapter 1
Bennett, Chapter 1
Bennett, Chapter
1/JSTOR readings
Bennett, Chapter 2
Bennett, Chapter 3
Bennett, Chapter 3
Bennett, Chapter 3
Bennett, Chapter 4
Bennett, Chapter 4
Bennett, Chapter 5
Bennett, Chapter 5
Bennett, Chapter 5
Bennett, Chapter 6

Bennett, Chapter 7
Bennett, Chapter 8
Bennett, Chapter 9
Bennett, Chapter 9
Bennett, Chapter 10
Bennett, Chapter 11

*Day when assignment falls due and/ or examination
takes place
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